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But the foreign war had introduced a fresh sentiment, and
most Frenchmen grew fiercer against royalty and all idea of
opposition to the Revolution. They knew that France was
hemmed in by countries all glorying in her distress. Any
government which would supply her with the means of freeing
herself from these enemies and making her terrible to them
was sure to receive the full affection and confidence of the
French people as long as the crisis lasted. At this moment,
when the eloquence of the Girondins was failing to produce
its old effect, the Jacobin leaders came to the front with their
propositions of a strong centralized administration and of
ruling by terror; and men like Moreau did not complain when
they heard that their fathers had been guillotined while they
themselves were fighting in the armies, because it might have
been necessary for the safety of the Republic. It was the
foreign war which caused the organization of the system of
the Terror/and the Reign of Terror was sanctioned by the
silence of the people. But when the pressure of war was passed,
the reason for the Terror was gone, and the chief instruments
of its supremacy were cast out and punished. The Girondins
were too good, too noble, and too moral to invent such a
system, or to desire to do anything but oppose it, when they
grasped what it involved. But their only idea of making head
against it was the old one of Mirabeau, to organize the pro-
vinces against Paris. If it were possible to have organized
France against Paris and to have caused a civil war in 1790,
it was quite impossible that now, with many enemies upon
the borders, the patriotic people of Franco should combine
against the capital, and attack the government when it was
doing its best to defend the fatherland. The Girondins were
chiefly responsible for the foreign war ; they fell because of
it And though the details of their fall arc interesting and
instructive, the main error which caused thorn 'to fall was
that they did not recognize the whole-heartedness of France.
During the Terror the war which they had declared against
Europe was to be expiated by their lives on the scaffold and
in the open fields, by suicide and l>y midnight murder*